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white lines means no overtakingand | sharpish. If you're going to do it,
you could - depending on speed, i make it look realistic. Remember
location, annoyance to other traffic i this though: do it too many times and

Go too fast

We don't need to tell you to stick to the
30s and 40s do we? Good.

Speeding

Limit: 20mph Fixed penalty at: 25mph

50 limits will + warned. 60mph B-roads are where Limit: 30mph Fixed penalty at: 35mph

be littered with  : we have our fun, on Motorways if you Limit: 40mph Fixed penalty at: 46mph

cameras as they could . do more than 30 over the limit, you Limit: 50mph Fixed penalty at: 57mph

well be an accident black spot, sobe - can expect a ban. As a rule of thumb Limit: 60mph Fixed penalty at: 68mph
the Association of Chief of Police Limit: 70mph Fixed penalty at: 79mph

Officers regularly put out guidelines,
which change often and are the
subject of many arguments
on the various police

websites. But it should give you
an idea of what you will face. The
maximum fine you could expect is
around £1000.

Banned to rights

Bans are not a dead cert, and

A . we have all heard of footballers

s especially getting off on

technical grounds. A guy

called Nick Freeman (aka Mr

Loophole) is your man here

and has got many a celeb
off a driving charge.

| These cases hit the

¥ headlines because the
press are interested but

___ ““every day skilled advocates
e succeed in getting long bans

L. e

Crime & Punishment

Summons at: 35mph
Summons at: 50mph
Summons at: 66mph
Summons at: 7é6mph
Summons at: 86mph
Summons at: 96mph

made into short bans or points. Even
if you fight the case and lose you

still get to put forward ‘exceptional
hardship” arguments, but according
to Andrew Dalton this is where ‘DIY’
lawyers go badly wrong, “Losing your
license may be dreadful for you but it is
a punishment, losing your job and your
house are part of that punishment. To
get a ban reduced to points you need
to show others will have exceptional
hardship, your family, your employers
or people who genuinely rely on

your ability to drive and ride. If it is
tough for you the magistrates should
punish accordingly and rarely take

into account that losing your license
may destroy your life. Going it alone is
dangerous in these circumstances.”

Don’t ignore a summons
That's plain daft. Do ask for expert
help. White Dalton are probably the
finest firm of biking solicitors in
the country (www.whitedalton.
co.uk or 0800 783 6191) and
with them on your side you
may avoid being bummed

by Bubba when you pick up
the hairy soap, but as Andrew says,
sometimes it can work if you defend
yourself: “It can work, especially

if you've personally made loads of
procedural cock ups!” It's a high risk
strategy though, “Then, if you instruct
a brief late in the day he will not be cut
as much slack as you will be in court.
Any other time, you need to remember
that the courtroom isn’t your place.

If anyone could bowl up and do it, we
wouldn't spend six-years training to
do it. Instruct your brief early, answer
their questions, don't ignore awkward
questions and remember to give

Ride a bike
unfit for
road use

Your bike must be

roadworthy to MoT

standard. Defects
to tyres, brakes, steering

etc, all carry a three point

penalty if the cops spot

something wrong.

And remember, they

might not have looked

too closely at your bike

when pulling you, but if you've

wound them up with some

attitude, they’ll be reaching for

the tooth-comb (the fine one) just

to find something wrong so they

can have you.

They can also legally take your
bike and impound it. As well as
around £30-a-day-storage you’ll pay
upwards of £100 to get it back.

Caught on caea

What about Gatso and camera offences?

First rule, So, your best bet is to swap bikes heard that sometimes this still can
always a lot, don’t have one name as work, it all depends on whether the
ask for the registered rider and try to ensure authority prosecuting wants to use

photos. With a
rear-facing camera,

it's hard to prove

that it was definitely
you on the bike. Your name on
your helmet and the back of your
leathers is a definite give away,
so avoid doing that. You have to
show the courts that you made
your ‘best endeavour’ to find out
who was on the bike at the time.

you wear similar kit! The trick is
to create a ‘reasonable doubt’ as
to who it was riding the bike. The
old idea of saying a foreign mate
was on the bike at the time is likely
to get investigated and if it can be
proved he wasn’t in the country at
the time, it’s perjury and the legal
system hates being conned. Its
the slammer for you... That said,
a number of us at SuperBike have

the resources to prove you wrong.
Dalton warns: “Urban myths
say you can still do this. Every time
a foreign driver is mentioned the
police ask not only for proof that
the driver exists but was actually
insured, because if not, you are
on for a mandatory six points for
allowing your vehicle to be used
uninsured. That’s a bit difficult when
the driver/rider does not exist.”
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yourself a real fighting chance, make
sure your brief is better prepared than
the Prosecutor’s.”

So there. Magistrates and their
clerks will pick holes in your
arguments if you defend yourself so
better leave it to the experts, unless
you want to delve into the legal books
for weeks. So, you know not to try and
be a Perry Mason, but what are you
looking at for your misdemeanours?
For instance, what happens if you...

Overtake across solid white
lines

It's a real no-no to the feds, this so
do it when they’re not looking. Solid

- get a Dangerous Driving ban for
12 months and a big fine. More
likely is something like ‘failing to
conform to a traffic sign’, which
is three points and a fine.

Have a noisy pipe?

This is an un-endorsable
offence, which carries a level
two fine (£30-40).

Ride without a number
plate?
Better to ride without a plate than
one which has been altered to

look different. You'll either

get a ticking-off or a fine
(level two again) and be
told to stick it

back on

they’ll smell a rat. Pretty soon
the Customs and Excise will
get involved and they have the
power to Q-plate your bike,
halving its value.

Prosecuted for
multiple offences?
The Court will only
endorse your licence
for the biggest amount
of points for a single
offence, so if you are
being done for speeding and
driving without insurance you
could get three points for
the speeding and six points
for the driving without
insurance, but your licence
will only show six points.

Ride with a dark visor?

If he’s pulled you for an illegally smoked visor,
the offence is unendorsable, but you can get a fine.
He can take your visor off you, if it's to be used in
evidence, but if you admit the offence and sign his
notebook to that effect, then he cannot take it off you. After all, who
needs evidence if you've already admitted it?

Caught driving whilst
disqualified?

If you have been disqualified the
Magistrates’ or the Crown Court
Judge would have given you a

very clear warning as to what the
consequences of driving whilst
disqualified are. It has a maximum
fine of £5,000 and a six-month

prison sentence. Your period for
disqualification will doubtless be
extended and you can be made to
retake your driving test after a period
of a ban.

“The Courts will
only endorse your
licence for the
biggest amount
of points for a
single offence”

Ride like a
bike journalist

We do it to, ahem, examine the
capabilities of our test bikes (your
honor). You do it and you'll get nicked

Pulling wheelies
You see it as a demonstration
. of skill and control, they see
! it as a daft way to lose the
' majority of your braking power
’_and steering ability and your
_~ view ahead. Some forces like
the Met will actually slap you
* with a Dangerous Driving charge or
// a Without Due Care charge at ;
the merest hint of one. If you're 2
| lucky, you can argue that it was
simply a power wheelie or ¥
that the bike was new and
) you weren't used to its
| power-characteristics
b - maybe. White
P"" Dalton has had .
a dangerous

Getting your knee down?
Once more we're in the realm of the
officer’s discretion. If you're far from the
madding crowd, then he may simply wave
you in and give you a lecture. If you're going
round-and-round your favourite scratching
roundabout, then they can stop you on an
environmental law
\,. becauseyou're
|, wasting gas going
§ incircles. Car
) drivers can be
¢ stitched on this
for leaving their
car running.
They can also
say you're
‘failing to use
the highway

driving responsibly’ and
lie charge move you on. All a
reduced to non-biking magistrate

~without due will see is a loon in leather
scraping his patella on the
ground and agree with the

feds.
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