
Cops can pull you for anything. 
They have that power. Now the 
good news. There’s fewer traffi c 

cops out there to pull you anyway, 
although some more bad news is that 
they’ve been replaced by civilians 
(civilian uniformed nicking technicians 
– or CUNTs) operating mobile speed 
cameras. In fact around 95 per cent 
of speed control is now done this way. 
But there is more good news: the cops 
themselves aren’t actually out to get 
us, even if we think they are. This is 
according to one of a number of serving 
traffi c cops that we’ve spoken to for 
this feature. 

Traffi c Cop A has been serving 
for more than 10 years and he says, 
“We’re not out to get you. For 2006 there 
hasn’t been any priority or directive to 
get more bikers. For some forces that 
may change seasonally when – during 
summer months – maybe there’s more 

two-wheeled casualties, but that’s about 
it. There are fewer of us out there, too. An 
area I cover is half the county and there’s 
rarely more than two traffi c vehicles out 
there.”

But when you do run into one, 
remember that they can tug you for 
anything. “It’s true,” says Cop A. “We’re 
entitled to stop you. So if we do, don’t 
complain and moan.”

Traffi c Cop B says, “My best 
advice is not to be pulled in fi rst place. 
That’s in your own hands. What draws 
coppers’ attentions is mad riding and 
inappropriate speed – we’re not bothered 
about speed in general. Speed in town 
is a red rag – overtaking on solid white 
lines is a red rag. Anything that makes 
it seem that you’ve made a deliberate 
decision to be an arsehole. We accept 
people slide over the limit, but if they are 
deliberately giving people the fi nger, then 
we’re going to have you.”

And do remember this: Keep It 
Standard Stupid. Normal plates and 
standard cans. Also, keep your bike in 
good, road-worthy condition so they 
can’t pull you for any worn tyres or 
even just take offence at a dirty bike. 
Make them like you as a biker and 
they’ll fi nd it harder to nick you. Fact. 

Your attitude at the start dictates 
everything. Get off the bike immediately 
and remove your lid. Be friendly and 
courteous. Stand in the gutter, if need 
be, so you seem shorter. It’s subtleties 
like this that work with an irate copper. 

“Treat them how you’d like to 
be treated,” says Traffi c Cop C. 
“Remember, the copper holds the whole 
pack of cards. Licking arse doesn’t taste 
nice, but it may give you no points.” 

Do mention your experience on a 
bike. Tell him you’re an IAM or RoSPA-
approved. It may help. 

“Some offi cers won’t be impressed 
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by it,” says Offi cer B, “but some may, it 
depends on the copper. If he’s had a bad 
day you don’t have a prayer. Remember, 
people who argue get a ticket.”

The way you look is important too. 
It may be summer, but getting a tug in 
anything other than ‘proper’ safety kit 
could mean the coppers in question 
won’t use their ‘discretion’ to let you 

off with a warning. And on the subject 
of dark visors, most cops will exercise 
their common-sense on this one, but 
normally only if you’ve got a clear 
spare with you. 

Never admit to anything, but do 
say that you feel you were safe and in 
control. Offi cer C says, “I’ve let people 
off immense speeds. It’s been illegal, 

motorcycles, although we are a deterrent 
when you spot us up there. For us to go 
after a bike, the safety concerns have to 
be serious to put us on your tail.”

As far as out-performing a 
helicopter, forget it. Ollie explains: 
“Most police ‘copters will do 120 knots, 
maybe more in a dive – that’s around 
135 mph – and we work with the benefi t 
of going in a straight line. We have 
enough fuel to be on task for two hours, 
probably the same endurance as a bike 
at full-chat.”

Choppers carry sensors to spot a 
number plate from anything from 800-
3,000ft up. They carry a crew of three 
- pilot, police observer and a copper in 
the back providing the ‘tactical’ control 
of events. So what of the classic 
urban tale that if you ride around a big 
airport, the chopper won’t be able to 
follow?

“It’s a myth,” says Ollie. “One 
example had me following a bike from 
Sussex, through London, out on the M4 
and past Heathrow. He heads towards 

Terminal 2’s car park, but we quickly 
negotiated a crossing and were waiting 
for him at the end of the tunnel at the 
airport.”

They are beatable, though. The late, 
great freelance rider Gus Scott found 
himself being shadowed from above 
and despite his best efforts he couldn’t 
shake them off. Parking up under the 
protective roof of a service-station, 
he belled a mate who turned up in a 
van, loaded the two of them into it and 
escaped, leaving the hovering cops 
oblivious to his escape. 

Thrill of the chase
So, the best way for the police to nab a 
bike is with another bike. Maybe a big 
trailie is the ideal tool to escape as it 
could head off the beaten track where 
a Pan or BM could not follow? This is 
hot stuff at the moment, as you’ll start 
to see more forces using bikes that 
are capable of going off-road to tackle 
youths on bikes on fi elds and council 
estates. Traffi c offi cer D said, “The 

Chris says, “The cops were 
there, being all cagey, asking 
to speak to me about an 
incident on the M3. I asked 
them to charge me if they 
knew it was me, because 
I wasn’t on the bike at the 
time. They interviewed me, 
said they’d got my reg-plate 
and got the colour of the 
bike right, but I still insisted 
I wasn’t riding the bike at the 
time. Despite quoting my reg-
plate, I still thought that they 
didn’t get all the digits at the 
time of the incident, hence the 

week it took them to fi nd me. 
In the end they left mightily 
pissed-off, saying ‘see you in 
court.’ The next six-months 
were agony, but eventually I 
got a letter from the Crown 
Prosecution Service saying 
that they’d looked at the 
evidence and that they were 
taking no further action.”

Risky strategy
Do it at your peril, though, 
as Offi cer D says: “You have 
to be bloody sure you can get 
away with it. If you’re caught 

you have seriously ramped 
up what we were originally 
going to be stopped for. 
You’re looking at a custodial 
sentence where you’ll have 
dubious food and rubbish sex 
for ages. Know what you’re 
doing or you’re screwed. So, 
if you’re escaping a patrol 
car on a housing estate and 
you nip down a footpath to 
get away, then fi ne. But if 
it means 100mph down an 
A-road and you’re miles from 
town, forget it. You’re in deep 
shit.”

Police Watch: Useful sites
http/website.lineone.net/~maj15/wales/gatso.htm

www.abd.org.uk (association of British Drivers, features 
the latest on technology to catch speeders and the overall 
daftness of Gatsos and the like) 

http://www.chrisw.u-net.com/Speed%20Trap%20Page3.html 
(Gatso locations)

http://www.police999.com (interesting website where coppers go 
to moan about how diffi cult it is to police this green and pleasant land. Read the 
forums to get an update on the laws of the land – and how confusing they are even 
for the boys in blue…)

http://www.speedcam.co.uk/welcome.htm (Anti-Gatso web page, which also has 
hilarious shots of cops parking illegally and having out-of-date tax discs on their 
motors.) 

but not dangerous. If it’s dangerous at 
50mph we’ll have you, but if you look 
safe doing 90mph, then that’s fi ne.”

Are there any times when you can 
expect to see fewer coppers on the 
road? Offi cer B says, “The myth about 
the shift thing (where it’s thought that 
you can speed between policeman’s 
shifts) makes me laugh. Some blokes 
like the overtime. Also, it’s been rare, but 
we have had a situation when we’ve had 
to cut down on the miles for budgeting 
reasons. What I will say is that there’s far 
fewer of us around on Bank Holidays.”

Chopper law
So what about cops in the clouds? 
Are they out to get you? And can you 
evade them? Ollie Dismore is a civilian 
chopper pilot contracted to work for 
the police. He’s also a biker. He says, 
“The good news is that only one force 
in the UK uses helicopters for speeding 
enforcement and that’s North Wales. I 
fl y with 11 different helicopter support 
units and we don’t actively go after 
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thing is, there’s a national pursuit policy 
out at the moment that the police are not 
to pursue anyone not wearing a helmet, 
so we can’t chase them.”

Some forces – such as the West 
Midlands – won’t chase people 
anyway. They had to change their 
policy after a number of complaints 
after police accidents. And, during 
2004 the number of people injured 
by police chases rose by 60 per cent. 
These fi gures prompted questions 
in the Houses of Parliament so it’s 
worth remembering that they are 
accountable. Remember this too: the 
police will never throw a stinger out in 
front of a bike to get you to stop. 

Cameras are harder to deal with as 
they don’t work on discretion. You have 
to be able to identify the different sorts 
of cameras swiftly to know what to do. 
Keep up to date on the net as to what 
the cameras look like and what they do 
(see useful websites below.)

Shit on your own patch
The general rule of thumb is that 
cameras and mobile units are normally 
placed where it’s sensible to plonk 
them. Outside schools, on accident 
black-spots, junctions and the like. 
However, wherever you live, we all 
know of some that are just plain 
stupid. Captain Gatso and his cohorts 
attack such nonsensical positioning 
of cameras. When you know of some 
in your county – complain to the local 
authority. Learn to recognise roads 
where fi xed and mobile vans are 
normally placed. And never believe 
that they have to be visible or plain to 
see. Often they aren’t.

Cameras generally follow 
Association of Chief of Police Offi cers 
(ACPO) guidelines to prosecute at 10 
per cent plus 1-2mph over the limit. 
Remember, these are guidelines, so it 
varies from area to area. 

So when and where is it best to 
speed? Only think about doing it on 
your own patch. The roads within 50 
square miles are the ones you know. 
You know the local police hotspots, 
blackspots and camera locations. 
Doing your normal route at the best 
time is the way to do it. Night missions 
can also be popular. It’s common-
sense that the roads are emptier 
and the possibilities for a nicking 
are that much less. Just watch out 
for the nocturnal wildlife! As far as 
the cameras go, the civilians rarely 
come out at weekends as it costs the 
local authority more. One-off public 
holidays/events can also be good. Any 
time England played in the World Cup 
was greeted with the sound of bikes on 
full-chat down my local bikers’ road. 
And I had a top ride the day of Princess 
Di’s funeral… The roads were emptier 
than a 12-year-old’s training bra… 
Magic.

Chris says that if a runner is 
what you want to do, instant 
decisions need to be made. 
What state is your licence 
in? Did they get your 
number plate? 
What vehicles 
are they in, are 
they fast and 
can they catch 
you?

One of Chris’ 
stories illustrates 
the amount of 
nerve, skill and luck 
needed to get away with it. “I 
was riding my old GSX-R750, 
undertaking at about 90mph on 
the slow lane, as you do, when 

I passed a parked-up Volvo T5. 
I switched back to the fast lane 
at 80-90mph and looked over 

my shoulder to see the 
fl ashing lights. I was 

on max points on 
my licence, so 
had nothing 
to lose. I was 
heading past 
Junction two 

of the M3 near 
Sunbury so 

nailed it, pulled 
off at Sunbury, went 

past three roundabouts and 
lost them.”

A whole week later the 
cops knocked on his door. 

Doing a
Runner
This is one other option. And a  very viable 
one if you ask Chris Thompson as he’s done 
it a few times and escaped a certain ban 
more than once

“My advice 
is to do a runner. 
Honest. Even in 
my frail dotage 

I’d do it.”

How to 
avoid 
being 
pulled by 
the fuzz…

1 Don’t speed (OK, 
unavoidable…)

2 Do track days: Two 
schools of thought on 

this one. You go like be-
buggery fuck on the track 
and you’re more sensible 
on the road. 

3 Have ‘proper’ 
advanced riding 

qualifi cations that 
impress the cops

4 Go racing and never 
ride on the road again

5 Pay attention to cars 
and bikes coming 

the other way. Friendly 
fl ashing can save you 
a pull

6 Always have a quick 
look in your mirrors 

after every slip road on 
a motorway for coppers 
joining the road

7 Remove small 
number plates and 

loud exhaust cans

8 Keep your bike in 
tip-top nick – no bald 

tyres, etc…

9 Find a ‘progressive 
car on a motorway or 

A-road and stick behind 
it. It’ll get done fi rst, 
otherwise its array of 
speed detecting devices 
will prompt a warning

10Be kind, courteous 
and be subtle when 

you kiss the bit beneath 
the curly tail…

11 Buy a camera 
detector. There are 

a few that will fi t to bikes 
like a Road Angel (from 
£149 – www.roadangel.
co.uk)

12 Never practice your 
stunts in town. 

Always fi nd a quiet, out of 
the way place that won’t 
piss off the locals

13 Attach a battered 
stump of an old 

licence plate before you 
go out and claim it must 
have fallen off if you do 
get caught…

14 Wheelie naked 
and lidless past  

police station in the West 
Midlands shouting “all 
coppers are bastards” into 
a megaphone, they’re not 
allowed to chase you…

HOT 
TIPS!

It’s the fuzz, scarper!




